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If Ramanujan had been better educated, he would have been even more
wonderful than he was. In fact Hardy was obliged to teach him some formal
mathematics as though Ramanujan had been a scholarship candidate at
Winchester. Hardy said that this was the most singular experience of his
life. What did modern mathematics look like to someone who had the deep-
est insight, but who had literally never heard of most of it ?

Itis good to remember that England gave Ramanujan such honours as
were possible. The Royal Society elected him a Fellow at the age of thirty
(which, even for a mathematician, is very young). Trinity also elected him a
Fellow in the same year. He was the first Indian to be given either of these
distinctions. He was amiably grateful. But he soon became ill.
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