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The Soil, Topography, Rainfall and Climate in Maharashtra are
in general not very conductive to agriculture, resulting in relatively
low yields of the crops in the State as compared with those in India.
Nearly 1/3 area of the State in the rain shadow region where the rains
are not only scanty but also erratic. In respect of irrigation also the
State is far below the national average. The percentage of gross irrigated
area to cropped area in the State was only 15.4 per cent as compared
with 14.00 per cent for the country as a whole in 1996-1997. The
agriculture in the State is thus largely dependent on Monsoon.
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